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Sjarel Ex studied art history and wor-
ked as freelance curator in Utrecht 
before being named director of the 
Centraal Museum in 1988. In 2004, 
he became General Director of Mu-
seum Boijmans Van Beuningen, re-
nowned for its collections, exhibi-
tions, and education and research 
programs. Under his stewardship the 
museum’s collection grew extensively 
and a broad program of travelling 
exhibitions and extramural activities 
was developed. As the museum ente-
red its renovation period, he initiated 
Depot Boijmans Van Beuningen, an 
accessible and transparent storage 
system for the museum’s 151,000 
artworks that foregrounds conserva-
tion, education, and museum prac-
tices. Depot opened in November 
2021, to great public and critical 
acclaim. Sjarel Ex left Rotterdam in 
2022, and continues his career as a 
freelance curator, writer, and advisor..

“In 2004, climate change and main-
tenance issues stimulated those of us 
working at Museum Boijmans Van Beu-
ningen to start the process of develo-
ping Depot, a new storage space for Rot-
terdam’s art collection. Various examples 
of storage-like displays in museums, as 
well as the innovative work of architects 
such as Carlo Scarpa and Lina Bo Bardi, 
also made me keenly aware that using di-
verse methods of display enhances atten-
tion and curiosity. As a publicly accessible 
storage space, Depot would act as the ins-
titution’s anchor point, a "standing leg" so 
to speak, to which the actual museum’s 
spaces would be the corresponding 
"playing leg". In the Depot’s mandate and 
outline of strategic priorities, all the func-
tions involved in caring for a collection 
are present and International Council of 
Museums (ICOM) protocols are fully res-
pected. We give visitors access to the sto-
rage spaces, show the offices in the back 
of the museum, and explore the various 
situations that can occur in the life of an 
artwork—the lives of 151,000 artworks.”

Conference organized with the Musée d’art contempo-
rain de Montréal in the context of the New Uses of Col-
lections in Art Museums Partnership

For any questions:  
coordination@cieco.co

FREELANCE CURATOR, WRITER, AND ADVI-
SOR

A New Typology for Museums 
and Storage

Wednesday, March 15, 2023
From 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.EDT 
On Zoom
*Conference in English
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